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The Parish Plan

The Parish Plan is now four years old, but continues to inform Council decisions and is often referred to, when dealing with other local government organisations or agencies, as a way of emphasising what we understand to be local opinion.  As has been mentioned before, some problems are very resistant to solutions, but this does not mean that the Council does not try.  Annex B to this report contains a summary of the action taken during the year.
Hydro-power scheme
Following a funding offer from the Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority of 75% of the total cost of £3,500, the Council commissioned H2ope to carry out a project viability study into the possibility of a hydro electricity scheme in the area of the Waterfall.  H2ope kindly agreed to waive the remaining 25% and the study took place in January 2011.  The Council is in the process, as this report is written, of evaluating the findings produced by H2ope.  This item will appear on the agenda for the Annual Parish Meeting when further information on this matter will be available, but in the meantime, the Council would like to thank the members of the hydro power working group for their valuable contribution in terms of time, effort and expert knowledge.
Parish Caretaker Scheme
We are now into the second year of a three-year scheme which has enabled the Council to reclaim £900 so far of the cost of Parish maintenance from the Yorkshire Dales LEADER programme.  Following the resignation of Mr John Jacobs in September last year, the Council was pleased to appoint Mr Richard Chapman to the post of Parish Caretaker.  He has already undertaken extensive repairs of the Village Green and maintenance of the drainage system, but further projects have been earmarked for the remainder of the year.
Parish Recipe Book

The Burton-cum-Walden Fundraising Group reports that sales of the Recipe Book have now reached over £3,000 since the book was published in May 2010.  Nearly £1,000 was raised at the May Fair alone.  A number of organisations and outlets have kindly agreed to sell the book on a non-profit basis, including the Fox and Hounds Inn, Hartle’s Butcher’s shop, Aardvark Picture Framers, Serendipity, Stone House Hotel and Cockett’s Butchers.  The sales have enabled £1,500 to be donated to the Parish Council and £1,500 to be offset against production costs.  Details of how to purchase the book are now available on the website and it is hoped that this will help the book to reach a wider audience. 
Roads and Winter Maintenance
Following on from the winter of 2009/10, the Council has continued its efforts to get the best deal possible, in these difficult times, for the roads in the area.  Fortunately we have maintained a good working relationship with the Highways Department of North Yorkshire County Council, and this has resulted in perhaps more than our fair share of County Council resources.  At the time of reporting, the final repairs to the North Walden Road are due to take place, pot holes filled in and the water leak outside West Burton School investigated for the second time.  In addition, at the Council’s expense, Mr Peter Iveson undertook extensive drainage work on the North Walden Road.  Half of these costs were reclaimed under the Parish Caretaker Scheme.
With regard to winter maintenance, a new trailer-gritter has now been sited in Leyburn, specifically to reach areas such as ours which are too difficult and dangerous for the standard gritters, two new salt bins have been placed in the Village and the salt piles on the Walden Roads have been relatively frequently renewed.  A better system of calling out the snow plough was implemented during the bad weather during the 2010/11 winter which meant that, for the most part, delays were minimised.  Nevertheless, the Council continues to liaise with the Highways Department to ensure that our area is not forgotten.  In particular, it is hoped that gritting past West Burton Primary School will improve following the introduction of the new trailer-gritter in Leyburn.
Post Office
Councillor Jane Ritchie met with representatives of the Post Office in July under the auspices of Councillor John Blackie of North Yorkshire County Council in an attempt to co-ordinate a response to the deteriorating situation regarding post office services in the Upper and Middle Dales.  Some progress was made, but the situation remains very difficult.
Website

The website www.westburton-yorkshire.co.uk has now been active for several months and has been gradually added to and improved.  The Council feels that this is a valuable resource for residents of the Parish and visitors alike, and a place where a great deal of useful information is available.  The Council would like to thank Miss Sarah Tunstall for her excellent design of the site, her hard work in setting it up, and for her unfailing patience in teaching the Clerk how to manage it.  It is hoped that from now on the website will be self-supporting as the costs will be met by the annual advertising revenue from businesses in the Parish or with connections to the area.  Any suggestions for additions or further improvements to the site are always most welcome.
Information Folders

The information folders for holiday cottages have now been put in place in nearly all holiday accommodation.  They include a great deal of information which we believe will be useful to visitors and two ‘Codes’ one for dog owners and one for drivers, asking for consideration and care with regard to the issues of dog fouling, parking and speeding.  
Street Lights
As you will have noticed the Council was eventually able to persuade Richmondshire District Council and NEDL to reinstate the two street lights on Cross View and East View.  This was felt to be essential in order to light the path across the Green.  The Council continues to report street lights that are not working and the response from RDC is usually very swift.
Planning applications

The Council has so far considered 12 planning applications during the course of the year.  No objection has been raised to most of these applications.  Applications are always discussed by the full Council at regular Council meetings and a notice to this effect is placed on the Notice Board in the normal way.  As has been mentioned in the Newsletter, the Council is happy to welcome to the meeting anyone who wishes to comment on an application, either in favour of it or against.
Committees, meetings and training
Councillors served on the following committees and working groups:
· Aysgarth Cemetery Committee – Cllrs Gail Dent and Rowland Dent

· May Fair Committee – Cllrs Jane Ritchie and Gail Dent

· Upper Dales Health Watch – Cllr Jane Ritchie

· RDC Upper Dales Area Partnership Board – Cllr Jane Ritchie

· Village Hall Committee – Cllr Jane Ritchie

· Emergency Working Group – Cllr Mark Stanley

· Hydro power Working Group – Cllrs Bill Woodbridge and Mark Stanley

· West Burton Charity – Cllr Gail Dent

In addition, Councillor Jane Ritchie is a member of the Richmondshire Area Committee of North Yorkshire County Council.  The Clerk has attended meetings of the Yorkshire Local Council Associations and Society of Local Council Clerks which included training on internal and external audits, election procedures and training for new councillors.  She has also attended an information exchange meeting on Parish Councils with Richmondshire District Council and has been invited to a liaison visit with the Finance Department of RDC.
Responses to Consultations

Reponses have been sent to the following requests for consultation:
· North Yorkshire Fire and Rescue Management Plan

· NYCC Passenger Transport Service

· NYCC Local Transport Plan

· Yorkshire Dales National Park Authority Housing Development Plan

· NYCC consultation on Parish Charters

· National Association of Local Councils consultation on a referendum on ‘excessive’ council tax rises

· NYCC provision of transport to schools
· Proposed expansion of the Yorkshire Dales National Park

· Proposed alterations to the governance of the Yorkshire Dales National Park

· NYCC consultation on libraries
Repairs and maintenance
As mentioned in Annex B to this report, extensive work was carried out on the drains running under the Green to try to alleviate flooding during times of excessive rainfall.  A grant of £500 was obtained from North Yorkshire County Council for this work which was carried out by Mr Robert Stanley.  Since then, the Parish Caretaker has cleared the drain chambers from time to time and this does seem to have prevented the worst of the flooding we have experienced in the past.  Work has also been carried out on the Dame Lane drains and Dame Well and on the Causeway alongside the Beck.  The Council would like to thank Mr Keith Ryding who removed the damaged and rotten trees next to the Beck, opposite Grange Farm, free of charge.
Other matters

Once again the Parish Council would like to thank Keren Webster, Andrew Hawkins and their helpers for their usual brilliant efforts in providing the community with a great Bonfire Night event.  Thanks are due also to residents who have co-operated with Keren and Andrew by putting the right sort of rubbish on the bonfire and avoiding items that will not burn and are hazardous to remove.
Thanks are also due to the ‘team’, led by Councillor Mark Stanley, who put up the Christmas Tree again this year, something that always brightens the winter gloom for us, and to Dr Peter Wrigley of Black Bull Cottages for once again allowing us to use his electricity.

The Council has also been extensively involved in matters relating to legal entitlement to an area of the Village Green.  Legal advice is being sought to try to clarify the situation.
Finances

A summary of the accounts can be found at Annex A to this report.  Income has exceeded expenditure very slightly this year, helped significantly by the donations from the sale of the Recipe Book.  This has meant that the Council has been able to keep the rise in the precept to 5%.  The only unanticipated expenditure was the donation to the Aysgarth Cemetery of £290.  This was necessitated by a shortfall of funding brought to light by the Cemetery Management Committee and was a one-off payment.  The Cemetery Committee is looking at ways to build up reserves, probably by asking for an annual contribution from the associated Parish Councils, to prevent the need for these unexpected contributions in the future.  The only other point to make about the accounts is that the grant for the hydro power scheme looks as though it is less than the cost by £525.  This is not the case as this amount represents VAT on the cost of the study which will be reclaimed by the Council and is included in the figure for income from VAT for the next financial year.
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Chairman’s Introduction





This report again reflects the considerable support given to our community by a great many people.  Time, expertise, creativity, hard work and generosity have been willingly given to the wide range of activities and issues described below.  I would particularly like to thank Professor John Denton for his help with the hydro feasibility study and Richard Nolan for his pro bono legal advice.  Whilst the report reflects the issues and challenges of the past year, it does not adequately portray the enormous amount of work that takes place behind the scenes in phone calls, emails, form filling etc., most of which falls on the shoulders of the Clerk.  It would not make interesting reading if this work was recorded, but it needs to be acknowledged.





Some issues remain very challenging.  Whilst it is not often possible to please everyone, the Parish Council has striven to make decisions as fairly as possible in the best interests of the community as a whole.  One success story, however, is that after at least three years of requests, blue marker paint that came and went and the road being dug up twice, the offending leaking pipe opposite the school has finally been mended!
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