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Welcome to the October Newsletter

As the weather gets colder and the nights draw in our Newsletter includes two ‘seasonal’ items

Bonfire Night

Preparations are well in hand for this event which will be held on Saturday, 5 November.  The Bonfire on the Village Green will be lit at 6.30 pm and the firework display will start at 7.00 pm.  This is always a popular event in West Burton and the Parish Council very much appreciates the efforts of the organisers, Keren Webster and Andrew Hawkins, and their helpers who always give us a wonderful evening.

As in past issues of the Newsletter, please could we ask for your co-operation when you are thinking about what you can put on the bonfire.  Please ensure that the following items are not included:

· Anything containing glass or metal (particularly mattresses with internal metal springs)

· Tyres or other rubber or plastic items, or carpets

· Wood that is very green
All these items either don’t burn very well, cause toxic smoke or are very hazardous to clear away.  Keren and Andrew have told the Parish Council that last year they really appreciated people co-operating with these simple precautions.

Could you also ensure that any stuff you put on the bonfire is piled as high as possible and not spread out over a wide area.  This helps to prevent the Green getting damaged any more than necessary.

If anyone would like to help Keren and Andrew, even if you can only spare a short while before or after the event, or on the night, they would love to hear from you.  The numbers to contact are 663103, 07792410647 or 07779317727

Winter Maintenance

There are two important announcements we would like to make relating to winter maintenance.  The first is that we have persuaded the County Council to give us our own trailer-gritter which will be sited in West Burton.  This will mean that when the snow plough is clearing roads, such as the Walden Roads or the road past the primary school, the trailer-gritter can follow behind which will help to prevent the road surface freezing again.  The Council feels that this is big step forward in enabling us to look after ourselves during really bad weather.  Problems have arisen in past years because the County Council gritter lorries have been over-stretched and been unable to get to us quickly enough, or the vehicles have just been too big to navigate our narrow lanes safely.  Having our own smaller trailer-gritter will be a big help.  It will also be earmarked to operate in Thoralby and Newbiggin.

The trailer-gritter has not arrived yet, but we have a definite promise of one as soon as it can be arranged, so we are keeping our fingers crossed that it will get here before the bad weather does.

The second announcement is that our Chairman, Jane Ritchie, has succeeded in getting UPM Tilhill to take an interest in sorting out the drainage problems on the North Walden Road.  This, too, will help alleviate some of the difficulties we experienced with this road during the last two winters.

Congratulations

Well done to West Burton Primary School, David Hartle, our butcher and to Andy Landau at the Fox and Hounds.  All three have received the top food hygiene rating of 5 from the Food Standards Agency.  West Burton shop has yet to be inspected, but if that can receive a similar rating that will be a clean sweep for the whole village.

Speeding in the Village

The Council has received several reports about vehicles speeding in West Burton.  The main problem areas appear to be down the Back Nook and along the unmade road past Hartle’s Butcher’s shop.

We have asked the County Council if there has been any progress on a uniform 20 mph speed limit in all villages and towns across North Yorkshire, something that was proposed quite a while back,  but we are still waiting to hear from them on this matter.  In the meantime could we ask for your co-operation in ensuring that you drive carefully through the village.  This is particularly important given the increased number of children in the area.

Diamond Jubilee Celebration

Back to something a bit more cheerful.  Preparations are well in hand for next year’s Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.  So far the Jubilee Committee has decided that the events should take place over two days, Sunday, 3 June and Monday, 4 June 2012.  These events might include (in no particular order yet):

· A bring-and-share supper

· A hog roast

· Bouncy castle

· Steel band

· Bucking bronco

· Treasure hunt

· Water slide

· Children’s games

· Tug of War

And maybe a few more!

Thank you to everyone who gave Gail and Sue their ideas.

Some funds have already been set aside in the shape of a very generous donation of £600 from the May Fair Committee, but it is hoped to organise a couple of fund-raising events between now and the end of May to help pay for everything and make sure that as many of the events are free as is possible.

The Jubilee Committee is also keen to emphasise that it hopes to keep the hard work down to a minimum, by organising things that require only a little organisation, so that everyone can fully enjoy the two days. 

Library Pick-up Point

The Council has been investigating having a library pick-up point in West Burton.  This is a service offered by North Yorkshire County Council to overcome some of the difficulties caused by the end of the mobile library service.  Unfortunately, it looks as though the Parish does not meet some of the criteria to be eligible.  Our population is too small, we do not have a secure area in which to store books that is accessible to the public, and we do not have anyone available who could staff the service.  However, if anyone wants to pursue this matter further and thinks that there are ways to get round these problems, please contact the Clerk, Sue Ryding, on 663551 for more information.

Non-emergency Patient Transport Scheme

Following a recent meeting of the Upper Dales Health Watch, each Parish was issued with a leaflet which explained how this scheme works.  Leaflets are also available at the Aysgarth Surgery.  The Scheme is designed for anyone who is eligible who needs assistance to get to hospital for any reason other than for an emergency, for example for an out-patient appointment.

However, we have been asked to point out that the Central Dales Practice at the Aysgarth Surgery itself arranges patient transport for anyone who is eligible.  All enquiries should be directed to the Surgery on 663222.

Could we also remind you that we have our own Volunteer Driver Scheme.  For information on this please contact Gail Dent on 663642 or Julie Pledge on 663481

Parliamentary Constituency Boundary Changes

Some of you might have seen information on the Boundary Review in the local and national press.  The Parish Council will be sending a representative to a meeting in Northallerton shortly to try to find out more about the proposed changes.  The Parish of Burton-cum-Walden lies within the Penhill Ward.  It has been proposed that this ward, together with the rest of Upper Wensleydale and Leyburn will be moved from the Parliamentary constituency of Richmondshire to the constituency of Ripon and Skipton.  For local government purposes we will still be part of Richmondshire as there are no proposals to alter local government boundaries.

You can find further information on this matter at www.independent.gov.uk/boundarycommissionforengland or by following the links via Richmondshire District Council’s own website.

Furniture Store

The Richmond and Hambleton Furniture Store is a registered charity aimed at helping people on low incomes and benefits to buy household items that have been donated from the public.  The Store, situated in Northallerton, welcomes donations of good quality, clean and unmarked household items.  For further information, please see the leaflet on the Parish Notice Board or telephone 07801 591 581.

Spring flowers for Penny

You may also have noticed in our recent press reports that the Parish Council was very happy to grant permission for spring flowers to be planted on the Village Green near Mill House as a small memorial for the late Mrs Penny Pollit.  Penny’s presence around the village will be much missed and the Council felt this was a lovely way to remember her.  The organiser would like to thank everyone who has donated towards this very appropriate memorial.

************

Message from the Chairman on parking 

Our Chairman, Jane Ritchie, has asked that the following comment should be placed in this Newsletter. 

“Being a good neighbour can sometimes ask a lot of people, but neighbourliness is what makes village life special.  Parking in the village has been a ‘challenge’ for over a century, but there is normally somewhere to park legally; it is just not always exactly where the driver would prefer.  Please be willing to walk a short distance if necessary.  Repairing damage to the Village Green costs us all money.

None of our village businesses have car parks, but shops and the pub are valuable community assets and they need the very limited parking spaces near to them during their opening hours.  Consideration would be much appreciated.  Jane.”

**************

Message from Andy at the Fox and Hounds on the Goal Posts

“The football goals on the Green have been paid for and are maintained by the Fox and Hounds Inn using funds from the collecting boxes on the bar, which are also used to support the fireworks display.  The goals are made of plastic so that every individual component can be replaced without having to buy a complete new set, but this also means that they can be damaged if people swing on the crossbars or do not treat them with respect when playing football.  They also need to be clamped down during high winds, but the metal clamps often go missing after the goals have been moved.

So please could everyone who plays football make an effort to look after the goals so that they can be made to last as long as possible for everyone to use.”

