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Welcome to the first Newsletter of 2012

We wish everyone a very happy and prosperous 2012

Trailer/gritter

Starting with some good news, the Parish Council is very pleased to announce that West Burton now has its very own trailer/gritter, and a delivery of salt and grit to go with it.

This means that in the event of any snow and ice, we will be able to get salt and grit down on our roads without delay.

Of course, for those of us who are keen to see how effective the trailer/gritter is, we note that we just happen to be in the middle of one of the mildest winters for quite a while.  But we are still in the early days of January and there is a lot of winter to come, so no doubt our chance to use the gritter will arrive soon enough!

Jubilee Celebrations
The programme of events to mark the celebration of HM The Queen’s Diamond Jubilee is proceeding well.  Most of the necessary bookings for the two days (3/4 June) have been made and other events confirmed.  There will be much more in the way of final details nearer the time, but in the meantime the Jubilee committee would like to announce a 

Fund-raising Quiz Night

On Saturday, 28 January

In the Village Hall,West Burton

Starting at 7.30 pm

Tickets £7.50

(quiz entry and hot supper included)

Bar & Raffle

Tickets are available from West Burton Shop, the Fox and Hounds Inn and Hartle’s Butcher’s.  All proceeds will go to the West Burton Diamond Jubilee Fund.  Limit of 6 people per team.

We look forward to seeing lots of people at what promises to be a terrific evening.

Drains
On a rather more mundane note, and further to our report in October’s Newsletter, the repairs to the drains at the side of the North Walden Road have now been carried out.  Hopefully, this will improve the drainage on this road and prevent the very bad icing-up experienced during the last two winters.

We are investigating the cause of the blocked drains on the road past the Fox and Hounds Inn at the moment, with the help of Highways Department.  It may be that the work carried out near, and across, this road by NEDL and Yorkshire Water has caused the problem, but we hope to have the answers soon and, if necessary, call these two firms back to put things right.

Renovation of bus shelter and stocks

Following on from the plans for the Jubilee, we are pleased to announce that we have been given a grant from the Hambleton and Richmondshire Strategic Forum for the renovation of the bus shelter bench and the stocks.  The plan is that this should be done to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee and that plaques should be put in place to record this for future generations.

Thanks

The Council would like to thank Keren Webster and Andrew Hawkins, and everyone else who helped, for a very successful Bonfire Night Event in November
The fireworks display was amazing and the bonfire burnt brilliantly!  Thank you, too, to everyone involved in providing the Chocolate Fountain, in particular to Karen Chapman for providing the chocolate.  This was a very popular innovation and one that we hope will be repeated.  Lastly, we would like to thank Andy Landau at the Fox and Hounds Inn for once again helping with the fund-raising for the event, and for keeping everyone supplied with sustenance on the night.  We must also not forget everyone involved in the clearing up after the event, including our Parish Caretaker, Richard Chapman, who had the difficult and messy task of relaying the turf.

We would also like to express our appreciation for the efforts of the ‘Christmas Tree team’ led by Cllr Mark Stanley and David Dent, who put up the tree and arranged the lights.  A very sincere thank you as well to Dr Peter Wrigley of Black Bull Cottages for allowing us to power the lights with his electricity, as he has done for many years now.  These two happy events help the winter months to pass with a bit of cheer.

Constituency Boundary changes

As we mentioned in the last Newsletter, we have written to the Boundary Commission expressing our concerns about the proposed changes.  We have received an acknowledgement from the Commission, but we have not heard anything further at this stage.  We hope to be able to let you have more information by the time of the next Newsletter in April.

Some dates for your diary

The calendar of Parish Council meetings for 2012 has now been confirmed.  Usually, the Council will meet on the second Tuesday of every month, except in August, when the Council has a break.  However, there are two exceptions to this—the first is in February when we will meet on Tuesday, 7 February, to avoid a clash with St Valentine’s day (for the romantics on the Council) and the second is in December when the meeting will be on Tuesday, 4 December, to clear the way for the run-up to Christmas.

One important date you might like to note is Tuesday, 1 May 2012, which is the date of the 

Annual Parish Meeting.  

This takes place every year in the Village Hall and is your opportunity to come along and talk to the members of the Council about your concerns and to discuss the Annual Parish Council report, which will be issued in April.  

We look forward to seeing you there and listening to your comments.

Police non-emergency number

To make it easier for the public to contact the police for non-emergencies, the old number (0845 60 60 24 7) has been replaced by 101.  This is certainly a lot easier to remember.  In an emergency, of course, please continue to use 999.

Message from Kim Pollit

Kim Pollit of Mill House has asked us to pass on his appreciation and thanks to everyone involved in the planting of spring bulbs on the Village Green in memory of Penny.  We all look forward to seeing the bulbs flowering in the spring and for many years to come.

Notices

If you would like to use this Newsletter to send messages or to make comments, please contact Sue Ryding on 663551.
